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As I am composing this message, Joe, Andi, and
Rabbi Geier are busily preparing for the
Community Chanukah Celebration at the JCC! As
of last count there will be 70+ attendees!

What a wonderful way to begin Chanukah 5785
with the entire community coming together to light
the Chanukiah, play games and enjoy a delicious
meal. Stay tuned for the wrap up in the next issue
of the Temple Times!

We are planning to start a special monthly
Birthday Oneg to celebrate on Erev Shabbat. The
first one will be on January 24th. Watch for the
date each month so we can all celebrate together
for your birthday.

HELP! We could use your assistance. We would
like to notify people when they are having a
yahrzeit for a family member. When you see the
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yahrzeits in the Times and know someone
related to that person or a friend, please call
the office (315-724-4751 or email-
tbeutica@gmail.com) with their contact
information. If the person is out of town, we will
offer to place a special stone on their head or
foot stone for a donation. Thanks in advance
for your help.

It is never too late to attend a class with Rabbi.
Check out the offerings in this issue and if you
have another idea, please let him know. (315)
272-1755.

I hope 2025 and beyond brings everyone
health and happiness.
Marsha
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There is a word that, personally, I find very
unsettling. That word is “to normalize.” It’s what
happens when we get used to something, even
something bad—we incorporate it into our daily
lives as if it were neutral and habitual. It loses
its character of being “something bad.” 

Of course, this also happens with good things.
We get used to the idea that good things are
natural, and we “suffer” when we no longer
have them.

In the Land of Israel, sadly, people have almost
become accustomed to the state of war. They
wake up, have breakfast, prepare for work or
school. The alarm sounds, they run to the
shelters. The moment of danger “ends,” and
they return to their routines, knowing full well
that this could happen again—multiple times a
day or a week.

From the comfort of our homes, in a country

Rabbi’s Message
Rabbi Gustavo Geier

where we live in peace—albeit facing new
forms of violence that don’t directly affect us
here in Utica—can we truly understand what
the people in Israel are going through?

One of the reports about events in Israel
shared the words of a woman, Hadas Mizrahi.
She is the widow of the late officer Baruch
Mizrahi, who was killed in a Hamas attack. "The
redemption of prisoners is important, but I’m
here to cry out and say that my husband was
murdered by those released in the Gilad Shalit
deal (on June 25, 2006, Palestinian militants
carried out a cross-border raid via tunnels near
the Israeli border and captured Gilad Shalit.
Hamas held him captive for over five years
until his release on October 18, 2011, as part of
a prisoner exchange). Deals like these are
wrong! These are demons, and the State of
Israel must never surrender or release
terrorists; this rewards terrorism."

On the other hand, I read about a “brave”
rabbi from our movement in Argentina, who
strongly condemned the targeted killings Israel
has carried out against Hamas members—
especially those of high rank who were
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involved in the massacre of October 7th. He
argued that Israel was acting as judge and
executioner, which he claimed went against the
values of justice held by the People of Israel.
Surely, many of you stand with Mrs. Mizrahi,
while others may agree with the rabbi.

So, what does our tradition say about this?

The Talmud, a cornerstone of our legislation
comprised of hundreds of rabbinical debates on
questions raised by the Torah, teaches us that
one should never study Torah from a single
teacher. If we did, we’d have a singular and
narrow vision of things. Wisdom lies in
diversity, in learning from multiple teachers,
and in enriching ourselves with various sources
and perspectives. This teaches us that Judaism
rarely has a single, definitive view on any issue
—much less on such controversial topics as
taking justice into one’s own hands.

Let’s go back to Genesis. After God created the
heavens and the earth, He created man and
woman, who gave birth to Cain and Abel. Cain
killed Abel, and God rebuked him, saying,
“Your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the
ground” (Genesis 4:10). Interestingly, the
Jewish exegetical tradition notes that the term
“blood” is written in the plural form, “bloods,” to
teach us that whoever takes a life doesn’t just
kill a single person but also destroys all their
potential descendants.

Cain acknowledges his wrongdoing and the
severity of his punishment, saying, “Whoever
finds me will kill me.” God responds, “Whoever
kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times
over.” And He places a mark on Cain to ensure
no one would kill him (Genesis 4:15).

In this passage, we find the Bible’s first
objection to taking justice into one’s own hands
or to vengeance. God marks Cain to prevent 
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others from killing him, symbolizing that
justice is administered by God, the ultimate
authority—not by individuals acting
autonomously.

A bit further into Genesis (Chapter 34), we
encounter one of the most disturbing stories
in the Bible. The son of the prince of
Shechem kidnaps and violates (or seduces—
it’s not entirely clear) Dinah, the daughter of
Jacob. Two of Jacob’s sons, Shimon and
Levi, are consumed by rage and seek
vengeance. They devise a cunning and
deceitful plan, ultimately killing all the men
in Shechem to avenge their sister and
defend the family’s honor.

Later, near the end of Genesis (Chapter 49),
when Jacob lies on his deathbed and
bestows blessings upon his children, Shimon
and Levi receive more of a rebuke than a
blessing. Jacob says: "Their swords are
weapons of violence. Let me not enter their
council; let me not join their assembly, for
they have killed men in their anger and
hamstrung oxen as they pleased. Cursed be
their anger, so fierce, and their fury, so
cruel!"

Jacob feels compelled to tell his sons they
acted inappropriately. They should not have
taken justice into their own hands, for their
hands became stained with blood. Rashi,
one of the great Jewish exegetes of the 11th
century, comments: “The act of killing is a
stolen role in your hands; it does not belong
to you.” In other words, they sought justice
through a means that was not theirs to
wield, lowering themselves to the level of
the violent by using their methods—
something that goes against the ethical
teachings of the Jewish tradition.

According to the Talmud (Gittin 57b), the 
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hallmark of the Jewish people is the word, not
violence. The pursuit of justice must be through
dialogue, not physical force. Violence and
blows are the tools of those who lack words:
babies and the brutish. As a society, we must
rely on dialogue, not force. While violence may
yield immediate results, words bring about
profound change.

Another story from the Torah: a man, a priest
named Pinchas, takes justice into his own
hands. Here, the situation becomes more
complex because God rewards him. The story is
found in the Book of Numbers (25:1-13), where
it is written that the Israelites, during their
journey in the wilderness, began to consort
with Moabite women—an act prohibited
multiple times in the Bible.

Pinchas, in his anger and religious zeal, sees an
Israelite man lying with a Midianite woman and
kills them both with a spear. The story
continues, stating that this act (which led other
Israelites to stop consorting with the Moabite
women) appeased God’s anger over the
transgressions of the Israelites. As a result,
God gave Pinchas a “Brit Shalom” (a covenant
of peace).

If we stop here, it might seem that God
condones and even rewards taking justice into
one’s own hands. However, the Talmud
(Sanhedrin 82a), which delves deeper into this
story, emphasizes that Pinchas did not consult a
rabbinical court before acting. It further
instructs that if anyone were to ask a rabbinical
court for permission to punish transgressors in
this way, the court must tell them not to act as
Pinchas did.

Moreover, scribes, when writing the Torah
letter by letter, write one of the letters in
“Shalom” (peace) in this passage as broken.
This signifies that peace can never be complete 
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when achieved through violence.

Additionally, Pinchas’s name, when written
after this story, is inscribed with a smaller yud
(the Hebrew letter equivalent to “Y” in English).
The sages teach that violence—even when
justifiable—diminishes the yud within us,
symbolizing the presence of God and Judaism
(Yahadut). Thus, God’s presence and our own
spiritual essence are diminished when we resort
to violence.

It is crucial not to confuse “self-defense” with
“taking justice into our own hands.” Jewish
tradition holds that if someone is being
attacked, they have an obligation to defend
themselves. If someone injures an attacker
during the crime, that action is justified.
However, after the fact, it is no longer self-
defense; it becomes a crime.

Taking justice into one’s own hands is not justice
—it is vengeance. We may defend ourselves,
but we must not appoint ourselves as judges,
meting out punishment through violence.

The Talmud (Sanhedrin 102b) warns: “One who
seeks vengeance destroys his own house” Every
time we take justice into our own hands, the
divine image within us is diminished, and our
collective home—our society—is further eroded.
The Bible commands us: “Justice, justice, you
shall pursue.” Why does the Torah repeat the
word “justice”? Wouldn’t it be sufficient to say,
“Justice, you shall pursue”? The rabbis deduce
from this duplication that 1) the ends must be
just, and 2) the means must also be just. We 
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cannot combat injustice through illegitimate
means; we cannot promote justice or end
violence by perpetrating more violence
ourselves. Justice must never be pursued
through our own hands, but neither can we
passively wait for it to arrive.

The Torah teaches that injustice defiles and
corrupts the land and commands us to pursue
justice. As a society, our efforts must focus on
transforming our reality, establishing courts of
justice that reflect our highest ideals as human
beings. Furthermore, we must understand that
there will never be true justice without social
justice. Punitive justice is merely a temporary
solution; social justice is the long-term answer.

At the heart of the Torah lies its most famous
verse (Leviticus 19:18): “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” However, that same
verse begins with: “You shall not take
vengeance or bear a grudge.” This is perhaps
the most difficult and challenging
commandment in the entire Bible. Our love for
our neighbor must overcome our anger and
resentment, preventing us from seeking
vengeance.

Our love for our neighbor—and for ourselves—
must keep us from transforming from victims
into perpetrators. This love should teach us that
behind every “criminal,” whether young or old,
there is likely a human being who has suffered
greatly due to social injustices, marginalization,
and abandonment. Justice can only exist where
law prevails, and law can only thrive where
there is love. Without love, justice cannot be
applied correctly.

It is clear that Israel’s actions against Hamas,
Hezbollah, and Iran have nothing to do with
vengeance or taking justice into its own hands.
It is not the impulsive reaction of an individual
striking back.
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The legitimate defense of the State of Israel
is a response to years of attacks, suicide
bombings, and shootings targeting civilians.
Just in the past year, tens of thousands of
missiles have been launched from Gaza,
Yemen, and Iran toward Israel. Thousands
of Israelis have been displaced for over a
year due to the danger of these attacks. If
there haven’t been more deaths this past
year, it is because Israel invests millions in
infrastructure to protect and support its
population.

The sovereign response of a nation cannot
be considered taking justice into its own
hands— especially when dealing with
murderers who, for years, have perpetrated
heinous acts against the security and well-
being of the State of Israel.

Perhaps I must concede that my cousin, who
lives in Israel, was right. After many
political debates and discussions about the
differing perspectives on the conflict with
the Arab people, he would silence me with
this: “Ultimately, to truly understand the
daily reality and form a more accurate
judgment, you’d need to live here, in our
Land of Israel.”

I wish you all a happy and more favorable
2025 in which we can work together for a
better world, starting with a cohesive
Community and a more vibrant
Congregation.

Rabbi Gustavo Geier
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DONATIONS
Donations can be made online: www.tbeutica.org/donate

T H E  V I C T O R  H .  F L A X  F U N D

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  I r v i n g  F e l d m a n
S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n
G l o r i a  S c h a e f f e r
R o z  a n d  H a r r y  F i s h e r

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  R h e a l u  G r e e n e  m y
b e l o v e d  c o u s i n

�  S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  R h e a l u  G r e e n e  m y  d e a r
f r i e n d

�  M a r i a n  F r e e m a n

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  A r t  W a s s e r m a n
�  A u d r e y  L e w i s

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  S a p h i r a  B .  L i n d e n
�  R a b b i  E t h a n  B a i r  ( h e r  s o n )

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  E l i n o r  L a m p e r t ,  M y  
d e a r  c o u s i n

�  S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  H a r v e y  A r l e n
�  S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  H e a t h e r  A b r a m s
�  S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  M y  l o v i n g  P a r e n t s  a n d
G r a n d p a r e n t s

�  S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  M o l l i e  W e r t h e i m  m y
s p e c i a l  f r i e n d

�  S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  S t e v e n  H o c h b e r g
S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  S h a r o n  C o h e n  m y
s p e c i a l  c o u s i n  o f  S a r a s o t a  F L .

S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

I n  H o n o r  o f :  M a r s h a  S i l v e r m a n  f o r  a l l
h e r  k i n d n e s s

S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

F o r  a  S p e e d y  R e c o v e r y :  S a r a
S i l v e r m a n

M e l  a n d  J u d y  O s t e r

T H E  C E M E T E R Y  F U N D

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  F o u r  f i r s t  c o u s i n s ,
R h e a l u  G r e e n e ,  R i t a  M a n n i n g ,  J e s s i c a
M a n y  a n d  G e l u  S i t r i n  G r e e n e b a u m

S h e r r y  C o o p e r m a n

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  I r v i n g  F e l d m a n
C h a r l e s  M a n n i n g

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  I s a b e l  M a n n i n g
�  W a r r e n  J .  M a n n i n g
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CEMETERY NEWS: A MESSAGE FROM THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE

This is NOT an easy topic to discuss or think about, however it is very important.
The Cemetery Committee would like you to think about funeral plans for
yourself, your spouse, other family members or a friend.

If you do, it will be more helpful for everyone left behind. Your family or friend
will be so relieved when they know what the person wants.

Please let the Temple and the Funeral Director (of your choosing) know what you
and your family have decided. Temple strives to help families at this difficult
time. The more details we know the better it is for the ones left behind.

There is a Questionnaire for you to review and complete. It may help you to ask
the necessary questions.

Thank you,
The Cemetery Committee

GUESS WHAT
THE THIRD TIME WAS

NOT THE CHARM SO HERE
GOES ANOTHER CORRECTION TO

MUNDY’S ADDRESS

THE FOURTH CORRECT ADDRESS IS:

7300 DEARWESTER ROAD APT 112
CINCINNATI, OH 45236.

IF THIS IS WRONG I GIVE UP.



CEMETERY QUESTIONNAIRE

Temple Beth El, Jonathan Lodge, House of Israel, Sharie Teffilah, Mason Road

PREPARE AND PLAN

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Hebrew Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________

Family Contact: _______________________________ Phone#: _____________________

Do you have a Funeral Director: (circle) YES NO

If YES , Who is it or Name or Organization_______________________________________

Do you have a Plot in one of the 5 Temple Beth El’s Cemetery’s? (circle) YES NO

Which Cemetery: ___________________________________________________________

Do you know your Section? ________ Plot? _________ Grave#? _________

Please share anything you would like us to know.
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SIMCHA GRAMS
February

CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHAS WITH TEMPLE BETH EL

Please call the temple office at 315-724-4751 or mail a check to add a birthday,
anniversary, or another special celebration to our list of simchas. 

Deadline: 15th of the month. Cost $1.50 ea.

If submitting by mail, include the name and date of your simcha(s) as you wish it to
appear on the simcha gram, as well as your telephone number and a check made out to

the temple. 

Mail to: Rae Rosenfeld, 3008 Oneida St, Sauquoit, NY, 13456
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TEMPLE CALENDAR & CLASSES
Class enrollment is now open! Contact us for more information
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OFFICERS

Marsha Silverman, Executive Director

Marsha Silverman, President

Mark Smith, Treasurer

CLERGY
Rabbi Gustavo Geier
Cantor Kalman Socolof, Cantor Emeritus
Dr. Stanley Gerstein, Rabbi Emeritus

TRUSTEES

Ernest Berkowitz

Dan Cohen

David Goldbas

Murray Kirshtein

Wayne Meyers

Dr. Bradley Sklar

Roseanne Witonsky

Don Dresher

STAFF
Julie Cain, Secretary

TEMPLE
ORGANIZATION

Temple Beth El
1607 Genesee St, Utica, NY 13501
Office: (315) 724-4751
www.tbeutica.org

Rabbi Geier
Call/Text: (315) 272-1755
gustavogeier@gustavogeier.com

A Conservative congregation
established for the worship of God,
the study of Torah and the practice
of righteous deeds.


