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I realize Chanukah was in December but the
deadline for the January issue was before the
amazing party at the JCC. Many thanks are in
order. First and foremost, to Vic and Alan for
setting up and tearing down the room and
allowing us to host the event.

To Joe, Andi, and Rabbi Geier for the days of
planning, shopping, and the hours of preparing
and serving the food, thank you! We made an
awesome team! Check out the photos in this issue
of the Temple Times!

A shoutout to Caren, Mollie and Rabbi Schaktman
for stepping in where help was needed. Also, a
huge thanks to those that helped clean up after
the festivities.

The community party/dinner was a free event
sponsored by your JCC. I appreciate those that
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pitched in to help since many hands make the
work load easier.

I am all for more volunteers and more
celebrations! How about you?

Mark your calendars! Looking forward to Tu
B’Shevat on February 13th, Purim on March 13th
,Passover Seder on April 12th, the Holocaust
Memorial Lecture on April 23rd, and Israeli
Independence Day TBD.

February’s Birthday Shabbat will be celebrated
on the 28th with a special Oneg. Let’s come
together to honor you!

When you see a name in the yahrzeits and have
contact information for that person’s family,
please call the office so we can send a note to
let them know.

Wishing you warm thoughts on a cold day.
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When I was a teenager in Buenos Aires, my
family was part of the Bet-El Community, an
iconic congregation that pioneered the
Conservative movement in Latin America.

I grew up within that congregation as a Liberal
Conservative Jew, receiving my training at the
Seminario Rabínico. In truth, my education
began as a teenager, long before I even
started leading tefilot or conducting religious
services as a cantor. Over time, I became a
cantor and later pursued rabbinical studies.

My perspective on synagogues, religious
services, and the Conservative movement (later
called Masorti to avoid the political
connotations associated with the term 
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“Conservative”) was naturally shaped by the
congregations I knew in Buenos Aires. 

When I began leading High Holiday services in
the suburbs of Buenos Aires, I discovered
congregations that were very different from
what I had known: small institutions, where
members only showed interest during Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur but had a profound
need for spirituality during these special days.

Later, I encountered congregations in Chile,
Brazil, Mexico, and eventually the United
States. In Florida, I visited synagogues that
had been almost “taken over” by Argentinians
migrating during each economic crisis in my
homeland. These were near replicas of the style
I was familiar with in Buenos Aires, complete
with Argentine rabbis who had imported their
methods to provide comfort to the migrant
members or repeating successful models they
had learned.

What I came to understand was that the
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Conservative movement is incredibly diverse.
While this is something I had studied,
experiencing it firsthand as a rabbinical
student and later as a rabbi was eye-opening.

There is a common misconception that the
Conservative movement is not halachic,
meaning it does not adhere to Jewish law. As
I’ve explained in other editions of the Temple
Times, the Conservative movement is halachic.
The Rabbinical Assembly makes decisions in
much the same way the Sanhedrin did in its
time, adapting Jewish law to the modern and
ever-changing circumstances of life. Rabbi
Mordechai Kaplan’s notion of Judaism as an
“evolving religious civilization” reminds us that
adaptability and continuity can coexist,
preserving our essence while meeting the
needs of the present.

However, there was one thing I believed to be
immutable and consistent across all
communities: the connection between Jews and
the State of Israel.

I grew up with a strong Zionist sentiment,
fostered by my family and the Jewish school I
attended. One might say this upbringing
shaped my attachment to Israel, yet I’ve met
hundreds of Jews who didn’t have the same
upbringing but were just as connected.

However, over the past year, with the
resurgence of antisemitism, the events of
October 7, and the ongoing war against
Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthis, a wide
spectrum of identities has emerged—ranging
from love for the land and the concept of the
State of Israel to an outright desire for its
disappearance. And I’m referring to sentiments
among members of the Jewish people today.
This was entirely new to me.

Why would a Jew wish for the disappearance 
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of Israel as a state? Let’s not delve into
politics. Since its creation in 1948, Israel has
had various leaders with diverse policies,
with which we may agree or disagree. That’s
what democracy is about, and we
experience it in every country fortunate
enough to allow its citizens to elect their
leaders freely, even when the results make
our hair stand on end.

It’s important to note that the relationship
between the Jewish people and the Land of
Israel is not merely historical or religious—it
is existential. As Rabbi Abraham Joshua
Heschel once wrote, “Israel is a spiritual
center, not because of its geography but
because it represents the drama of
existence as a Jew.” This drama includes
both our triumphs and struggles.

I don’t want to rely on the well-worn
argument of reasserting Israel as the only
country where Jews can live openly as Jews
without fear of persecution (at least
internally). Nor do I want to invoke the
familiar justification that the land was
promised to us by our God. We cannot
present the Torah as evidence to those who
don’t see it as a sacred text, let alone a
binding document.

The point is that our history as a people was
forged there—both ancient and modern. Our
traditions are rooted in that same place.
Even if we only consider contemporary
history, the work of the chalutzim (pioneers)
who transformed deserts and swamps into
productive land, and the overall
development that has made Israel a
powerhouse in various fields, the bond
between the Jewish people and that land is
profoundly strong.

From my humble perspective—and as I’ve 
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shared in previous articles about the years
leading up to the state’s creation—I believe we
made many serious mistakes. And I fall into the
same trap many others do: judging from the
diaspora while sitting in a comfortable chair.

I have no right to judge. I don’t believe anyone
in a similar position does. 

This doesn’t mean we must agree with policies
we find unjust or with violations of human
rights, should they occur.

Israel is the beginning and the journey of our
story, with triumphs and failures, successes
and missteps, justice and injustice—just like
every other nation on this planet.

Meanwhile, there is a generation of Jewish
parents who seem to have forgotten the
hardships endured by the People of Israel for
not having a state of their own—a place and a
government to rely on in times of need. These
parents have failed to pass down to their
children, and perhaps even their
grandchildren, the understanding that Israel
was founded through the tireless efforts of
Jews from across the diaspora who collectively
said, “Enough” to persecution, antisemitism,
and massacres for the sole crime of being
Jewish.

These parents, their children, and their
grandchildren often judge Israeli society
without taking the time to investigate or verify
whether the claims made by antisemitic rhetoric
hold any truth. They remain unaware that
Israeli society is home to a rich tapestry of
religions, that universities host students from
diverse backgrounds and beliefs, and that the
Knesset includes an Arab party, which in some
cases even votes against the very state's
existence.

These parents and their offspring—likely
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including the next generation—genuinely
believe that this, too, shall pass without taking
responsibility for the reality at hand. Like the
proverbial ostrich burying its head in the sand,
they pretend that what happens around them
will not affect them simply because they choose
to ignore it.

History has repeatedly shown us that things do
not work that way.

I firmly believe we must celebrate the existence
of a Jewish state—pluralistic and inclusive—
every single day. In times of crisis, above all,
we must strive to support and assist in any way
we can, so that its people and government can
grow and embody the human values our
tradition teaches us. This must be done with the
differences that have always defined us and
the unity we have always needed.

Personally, I believe we must celebrate its
existence, support it, and help in whatever way
we can to ensure its people, and its government
grow and embody the human values our
tradition teaches us—with the diversity that has
always defined us and the unity we’ve always
needed.

May the Almighty guide us in the difficult task
of understanding one another and being
understood, both internally and externally. May
the Kadosh Baruch Hu illuminate us as a people
and as a shared humanity, leading us toward
understanding and coexistence. May Adonai
bless us with the greatest of blessings: peace
for the people of Israel, for all humanity, and
for every creature in the universe.
In Hebrew, peace is shalom, a concept that
goes beyond mere absence of conflict. It
embodies shlemut, a sense of completeness—
feeling whole in our lives, with our goals, with
ourselves, and with everything and everyone
around us.



Friday Evening: 5:30 pm

Saturday Morning: 9:30 am

Shabbat Services

Join us at Temple or on Zoom
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DONATIONS
Donations can be made online: www.tbeutica.org/donate
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CEMETERY NEWS: A MESSAGE FROM THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE

This is NOT an easy topic to discuss or think about, however it is very important.
The Cemetery Committee would like you to think about funeral plans for
yourself, your spouse, other family members or a friend.

If you do, it will be more helpful for everyone left behind. Your family or friend
will be so relieved when they know what the person wants.

Please let the Temple and the Funeral Director (of your choosing) know what you
and your family have decided. Temple strives to help families at this difficult
time. The more details we know the better it is for the ones left behind.

There is a Questionnaire for you to review and complete. It may help you to ask
the necessary questions.

Thank you,
The Cemetery Committee



CEMETERY QUESTIONNAIRE

Temple Beth El, Jonathan Lodge, House of Israel, Sharie Teffilah, Mason Road

PREPARE AND PLAN

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Hebrew Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________

Family Contact: _______________________________ Phone#: _____________________

Do you have a Funeral Director: (circle) YES NO

If YES , Who is it or Name or Organization_______________________________________

Do you have a Plot in one of the 5 Temple Beth El’s Cemetery’s? (circle) YES NO

Which Cemetery: ___________________________________________________________

Do you know your Section? ________ Plot? _________ Grave#? _________

Please share anything you would like us to know.
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SIMCHA GRAMS
March

CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHAS WITH TEMPLE BETH EL

Please call the temple office at 315-724-4751 or mail a check to add a birthday,
anniversary, or another special celebration to our list of simchas. 

Deadline: 15th of the month. Cost $1.50 ea.

If submitting by mail, include the name and date of your simcha(s) as you wish it to
appear on the simcha gram, as well as your telephone number and a check made out to

the temple. 

Mail to: Rae Rosenfeld, 3008 Oneida St, Sauquoit, NY, 13456
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TEMPLE CALENDAR & CLASSES
Class enrollment is now open! Contact us for more information
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OFFICERS

Marsha Silverman, Executive Director

Marsha Silverman, President

Mark Smith, Treasurer

CLERGY
Rabbi Gustavo Geier
Cantor Kalman Socolof, Cantor Emeritus
Dr. Stanley Gerstein, Rabbi Emeritus

TRUSTEES

Ernest Berkowitz

Dan Cohen

David Goldbas

Murray Kirshtein

Wayne Meyers

Dr. Bradley Sklar

Roseanne Witonsky

Don Dresher

STAFF
Julie Cain, Secretary

TEMPLE
ORGANIZATION

Temple Beth El
1607 Genesee St, Utica, NY 13501
Office: (315) 724-4751
www.tbeutica.org

Rabbi Geier
Call/Text: (315) 272-1755
gustavogeier@gustavogeier.com

A Conservative congregation
established for the worship of God,
the study of Torah and the practice
of righteous deeds.


