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NEWS YOU NEED TO KNOW!

RCIL will be replacing the HVAC system at

1607 Genesee, and we must vacate the

building. Temple Beth El offices will be housed

at Sitrin from April 1 until June 30th. Services

and classes will be held at the JCC during this

time. THANK YOU TO SITRIN AND THE JCC

FOR ACCOMODATING TEMPLE BETH EL

DURING THIS TIME.

A commercial about the Blue Square campaign
aired during the Super Bowl. We have handed out
hundreds of Blue Square pins and yet I do not see
many being worn. This campaign is against ALL
hate not just Jewish hate. If you do not wear
them, who should? If you would like more pins,
please ask. They are available at temple.

Rabbi Geier celebrated Tu B’Shevat with the
students in the religious school with a seder 
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celebrating the fruits of the holiday. We would
like to thank a guest for reading a story about
Tu B’Shevat and the Berkovich family for
helping with the planting of the parsley to be
used on their Seder plates.

Mark your calendar for upcoming community
events:
Purim March 13th
Seder April 12th
Sperling Lecture April 23rd
Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israeli Independence Day)
celebration at Hamilton College April 27th
Jewtica June 8th

בס״ד

I just listened to the February 19th podcast by
Joel Chasnoff. I don’t know if you remember
him as the comedian and author, we had the
pleasure of hosting for a fun evening with
dinner included at the JCC.

I usually enjoy his podcasts, and I rarely
disagree with the concepts he shares in them.
But this week, I agree so much that I can’t help
but share with those who don’t always listen
the impression it left with me.

Joel made a sharp critique of American
Judaism, based on the months he spent touring
with his show among communities not just from
Conservative or Reform movements, but also
Reconstructionist and Orthodox communities
across North America.

In short, I’d say he wasn’t too optimistic about
the future of the liberal Jewish religious
movements and his vision was as clear as the
one I’ve been feeling in recent years.

Rabbi’s Message
Rabbi Gustavo Geier

Conservative and Reform Jews, for the most
part, suffer from the exile of their young
members, which is hardly news to any of us.
But above all, there is a lack of commitment—
not just to our traditions and mitzvot (always
speaking from a progressive or liberal
perspective)—but also to a significant rift with
the State of Israel, which for many years was
the central axis of global Jewish identity.

It’s true that we can be proud of our national
identity, in this case, American. It’s true that
every country has its own imprint regarding
customs and views on Judaism. But the
importance of traditions, Torah, mitzvot, and
Israel was always present among our
ancestors. They were the axis and guide in
every event, policy, fundraiser, and
educational vision from time immemorial.

In my opinion, that’s what kept our people
strong in values, unity, and perseverance
throughout time.

As a rabbinic student for many (many) years, I
often questioned what the real role of a rabbi
should be. To teach Torah? To lead prayer?

Just a reminder, to save a stamp. You can
make your donations or any other payments
online through Zeffy on our webpage,
TBEUTICA.ORG. Click donate and follow the
prompts.

Let’s pray that the hostages will be home by
the time you read this. My heart goes out to
their family, friends and all civilians affected
by this war.

Standing with Israel and we will dance
again,
Marsha
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To bring people closer to the mitzvot? To
explain them so they happen more consciously,
with a firmer will? And Israel? Should it be
present?

It’s all the above and much more.

It’s the responsibility of the congregants to
ensure that all this happens and gets passed
down, not just by the rabbi on duty but from
parents to children, and to grandchildren. It
won’t work if we make the commitment
something lax and insignificant. It won’t work if
we view our history, our traditions, and our
Jewish law as obsolete simply because we don’t
know it or look at it from a distance with
prejudice.

I don’t think the Jewish people have much of a
future without the Land of Israel.
Controversial, but true. I believe that without
the Land of Israel, over time, the diaspora will
shrink to an association that’s increasingly
diluted in our past; even more so than it is
today.

I think Israel continues to offer a place of not
just belonging but of rooting; the place of
origin to which one can always return—even if
they never do—but if it weren’t there, they
would feel an emptiness, even from afar.

This is not considering the millions of Jews,
brothers, and sisters, who consider it their only
nation and homeland, for which many have
died defending it.

Joel Chasnoff referenced an article published
in the Times, signed by many people, rabbis,
and cantors, condemning the alleged
"cleansing" carried out by the IDF and the
possibility of moving forward with the almost
crazy (in my opinion) Trump plan to relocate all
Gazans.
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Joel referenced the thousands and
thousands of dollars that ad in the New York
Times cost, and how that money was never
invested in any kind of faint appeal for the
lives torn apart, kidnapped, tortured, and
ruined since October 7, 2023.

I don’t think I’ve seen the same level of
public initiative or outcry with such an
enormous expenditure, showing indignation
over Israel’s sovereignty being violated in
October 2023, nor for the men and women
who were violated, stripped of their lives,
their freedom, even after more than 500
days. I haven’t seen a similar page
published condemning the barbaric
slaughter of babies and elderly people, or
the annihilation of entire innocent families.

I understand that a rabbi should have a
special commitment to those who are weak.
The last 500 days have shown that Hamas
and much of the population of Gaza are not
the weak ones. The support from the Red
Cross and UN-led organizations not only
gave them power and impunity but also left
the trust in the concept of supposed
neutrality at a level almost equivalent to
fraud.

Commitment to Israel—not to its
governments and politicians, but to the
State of Israel—is, in my view, inherent to
rabbinical formation, the rabbinic task, and
community work. As we always say, Israel
needs us, but we need Israel more. And it’s
our job to sustain it in the best way we can
and to educate those who follow us in that
commitment.

It’s time to sit down and talk about how we
can do this together. It’s time to think about
how we can smooth over our differences
and strengthen ourselves in a project that 
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doesn’t just secure the survival of our
congregations for a few years, but looks ahead
to the next 10 or perhaps 20 years, so that our
grandchildren won’t have to rack their brains
thinking about how to survive, but will simply
continue the legacy passed down to them by
their parents and grandparents… as used to
happen with our people in time immemorial.

We are again very close to Purim, the perfect
time to put on masks for a day, only to take
them off the next day and show ourselves as
we truly are, bringing out the best in us to
grow together… as a community.

נִכְנַס אֲדָר מַרְבִין בְשִמְחָ ה ֶ מִשּׁ

Mishenichnas Adar marbin be-simcha.

When the month of Adar begins, we increase in
joy.

Let’s make it a reality in our daily task.

It’s time…

Am Israel Chai, as long as we commit to making
it happen and not just let it be a catchy phrase
or song.
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Friday Evening: 5:30 pm

Saturday Morning: 9:30 am

Shabbat Services

Join us at Temple or on Zoom
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DONATIONS
Donations can be made online: www.tbeutica.org/donate

T H E  V I C T O R  H .  F L A X
F U N D

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  E l i z a b e t h
B a r t n i c k ,  H a r r y  B a r t n i c k ,
L e o n a r d  B a r t n i c k

T h e  B a r t n i c k  F a m i l y

T H E  C E M E T E R Y  F U N D

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  B e s s i e  G .
M a n n i n g ,  N a t h a n  S a m u e l s ,
C h a r l e s  M a n n i n g ,  J u l i u s
M a n n i n g ,  A n n a  H y m e s

C h a r l e s  M a n n i n g

I n  M e m o r y  o f :  A r t h u r  G o o d m a n
I n  M e m o r y  o f :  B a r r y  B e n s o n
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CEMETERY NEWS: A MESSAGE FROM THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE

It’s that time of year again to start thinking about having your loved ones’
headstones and footstones cleaned. BUT FIRST A LITTLE STORY

Last fall my brother went to our parents’ graves in Massachusetts, he called me
later that day and told me he tried to clean them up a little, but they were pretty
dirty. We discussed it and decided to find someone to clean them, and we would
split the cost.

He contacted the person in charge of the cemetery and was given the name of
the person to call to clean the stones.

He called the stone cleaner and asked them to clean the 2 stones and asked for
the price. WELL did he get a big surprise. The price quoted was $500.00 for 2
ordinary headstones. We didn’t even ask about the 2 footstones because my
brother had cleaned them with a wire brush, and they look really nice.

We talked about it and decided we would have them cleaned since we had never
had them done before, “SHAME ON US”.

The point of this story is that the Temple Beth El Cemetery prices are incredibly
reasonable, and the service we use does a wonderful job.

From dirty like this stone to clean and looking brand new like my parents’ stone.
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SIMCHA GRAMS
April

CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHAS WITH TEMPLE BETH EL

Please call the temple office at 315-724-4751 or mail a check to add a birthday,
anniversary, or another special celebration to our list of simchas. 

Deadline: 15th of the month. Cost $1.50 ea.

If submitting by mail, include the name and date of your simcha(s) as you wish it to
appear on the simcha gram, as well as your telephone number and a check made out to

the temple. 

Mail to: Rae Rosenfeld, 3008 Oneida St, Sauquoit, NY, 13456
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TEMPLE CALENDAR & CLASSES
Class enrollment is now open! Contact us for more information
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OFFICERS

Marsha Silverman, Executive Director

Marsha Silverman, President

Mark Smith, Treasurer

CLERGY
Rabbi Gustavo Geier
Cantor Kalman Socolof, Cantor Emeritus
Dr. Stanley Gerstein, Rabbi Emeritus

TRUSTEES

Ernest Berkowitz

Dan Cohen

David Goldbas

Murray Kirshtein

Wayne Meyers

Dr. Bradley Sklar

Roseanne Witonsky

Don Dresher

STAFF
Julie Cain, Secretary

TEMPLE
ORGANIZATION

Temple Beth El
1607 Genesee St, Utica, NY 13501
Office: (315) 724-4751
www.tbeutica.org

Rabbi Geier
Call/Text: (315) 272-1755
gustavogeier@gustavogeier.com

A Conservative congregation
established for the worship of God,
the study of Torah and the practice
of righteous deeds.


